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ENEABBA WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT MEMORIAL 
Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [12.51 pm]: I would like to pay tribute to those involved in the Eneabba war service 
land settlement memorial. Earlier this month I attended the opening of a memorial in Eneabba that is significant 
in the history of this town. The memorial is dedicated to the 36 World War II veterans and their families who took 
up land under the war service land settlement scheme between 1959 and 1961. It is a tribute to the determination, 
perseverance and fellowship of those early settlers and the private settlers and business owners who followed. 
Eneabba was one of the last of the project areas settled by returning discharged servicemen following 
World War II. The farms averaged 3 500 acres in area and came with basic infrastructure, including nine paddocks, 
windmills, a 5 000 gallon concrete tank and water troughs. When the first settlers arrived there was no town, no 
phone and no power. A shearing shed served as the local school for the first year. Roads proved impassable in 
winter and running stock was challenging due to the native poison plants and clover-dominant pastures that 
affected sheep fertility. Long-term low-interest government loans enabled the war veterans to repay the costs of 
the property and infrastructure and to purchase machinery and livestock. Settlers received a weekly living 
allowance of £9 for the first 12 months. 
I commend those involved in making the Eneabba memorial a reality. The project was supported by the settlers 
and their families, Iluka Resources, Emerald Grain and Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. Congratulations to all 
involved in organising the day, which was attended by more than 200 people. Special thanks to Kate Heal, 
Tammy Sandison and Ernie Moroney, whose particular efforts were recognised by all present on the day. 
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